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Examiner's Amendment 



1. An Examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment maybe filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this Examiner's Amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr, Richard Lang on February 4*^, 2005. 

3. Please change claim 1 to: 

A method for identifying a cloaked romoto systom web server comprising: 

receiving from a first r e mot e system client computer a representation of a first 
object, said first object returned by a s e cond r e mot e syst e m web server to said fifst 
r e mote systom client computer in response to a first request from said f i rst r e mot e 
systom client computer for an object corresponding to a network address, said socond 
remote systom web server addressed by said network address; 

receiving from the socond romoto systom web server a second object in 
response to a second request for the object corresponding to said network address; and 

comparing the representation of the first object to a representation of the second 
object, and determining that the s e cond romoto systom web server is cloaked if said 
representation of the first object does not match said representation of the second 
object. 
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4. Please change claim 2 to: 

The method of claim 1 , further comprising 

sending to the first r e mot e syst e m client computer the network address prior to 
receiving from the first romoto syctom client computer the representation of the first 
object. 

5. Please change claim 4 to: 

The method of claim 2, further comprising 

periodically sending one of a set of network addresses to the f i rst romoto system 
client computer according to a predefined schedule, the network address being selected 
from said set of network addresses. 

6. Please change claim 5 to: 

The method of claim 2, further comprising 

receiving from the first remote systom client computer a request for the network 
address prior to sending the network address to the first romoto systom client computer 

7. Please change claim 6 to: 

The method of claim 2, further comprising 

receiving from the first r e mot e syst e m client computer a request for search 
engine services prior to sending the network address to the first romoto systom client 
computer : and 
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sending to the first romoto systom client computer a response to the request for 
the search engine services, said response to the request for the search engine services 
including the network address. 

8. Please change claim 9 to: 

The method of claim 7, further comprising 

when the second romoto systom web server is determined to be cloaked, 
excluding from the response to the request network addresses addressing the s e cond 
remot e syst e m web server . 

9. Please change claim 10 to: 
The method of claim 6, wherein 

the response to the request for search engine services includes an instruction 
directing the f i rst romoto systom client computer to return the representation of the first 
object. 

10. Please change claim 13 to: 

The method of claim 1 , further comprising 

maintaining a list of cloaked r e mote s yst e ms web servers : and 

adding to the list of cloaked r e mot e systems web servers the s e cond remoto 

systom web server if the representation of the first object does not match the 

representation of the second object. 
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1 1 . Please change claim 23 to: 

The computer system of claim 21 . the instruction module further comprising 
Instructions for excluding from the response to the request network addresses 

addressing the second romoto systom web server when the socond romoto systom web 

server is determined to be cloaked. 

12. Please cancel claims 29-44 without traverse. 

13. Claims 1-28 are allowed. 

14. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

In interpreting the claims, in light of the specification, the Examiner finds the 
claimed invention to be patentably distinct from the prior art of record. 

Broder et al. (US 6,269,362), teach a computerized method for monitoring the 
content of documents wherein entries are generated in the form of a full word index in a 
search engine for each document and the search engine also maintains a first abstract 
for each document that is indexed. Periodically, a query is submitted to the search 
engine to locate a result set of documents that satisfy the query and a second abstract 
is generated for each document member of the result set. Then, the first and second 
abstracts are compared to identify documents that have changed between time the set 
of documents were indexed and the time the result set is generated (Broder, C1:L60 - 
C2:L14 and C3: L31-41 and L55-62). 
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Snyder (US 6,643,641), teaches a search engine managing the indexing of web 
page contents and accepting user selection criteria to find and report hits that meet 
search criteria, wherein the search engine 20 of Fig. 1 has an associated web crawler 
60 operable to store parameter information and associated addresses of the web pages 
as a database 62 in a storage medium 64 that is accessible to a search processor 78 
that accepts the user criteria 54, prepares and sends search reports 80 including the 
URL addresses 82 of web pages meeting user criteria to the query submitting user 30 
(Snyder, Fig. 1 and C8: L35-56). 

The prior art of record teaches the claimed invention substantially, but it fails to 
teach or suggest individually or in combination that a method and system for identifying 
a cloaked web server comprising: receiving from a client computer a representation of a 
first object, said first object returned bv a web server to said client computer in response 
to a first request from said client computer for an obiect corresponding to a network 
address , said web server addressed by said network address; receiving from the web 
server a second obiect in response to a second request for the obiect corresponding to 
said network address : and comparing the representation of the first obiect to a 
representation of the second obiect. and determining that the web server is cloaked if 
said representation of the first obiect does not match said representation of the second 
obiect as set forth in independent claims 1, 14 and 28 in order to identify cloaked web 
servers which compromises search engine integrity and wastes user time by supplying 
an object that is highly relevant to common searches to search engines, but supplying 
an unrelated page to a user in response to object queries (see Specification, page 3, 
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lines 20-24 and page 4, lines 1-18). Claims 1-28 are allowed because of the 
combination of other limitations and the limitation listed above. 

15. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Examiner's Amendment." 
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16. Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from tlie 
examiner sliould be directed to Quang N. Nguyen whose telephone number Is (571 ) 
272-3886. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia can be reached on (571) 272-3880. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned Is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




